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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Can you believe it is April already! Have you gone 
down your check list for riding yet? Here are a few 
items, in addition to your own personal favorites, 
that you might want to check before you ride. 

Bike - need service? Check tires. Current plates on 
and insurance up to date? Is the Emergency 
Information for you and your passenger up to date? 

Clothing - check both cold and warm weather cloth-
ing. Need that new jacket or a new set of chaps? 
Check the treads on your riding boots. Rain gear, is 
it still in one piece and no holes? 

New Members - have you taken the G.R.A.S.S. 
class yet? We have a lot of riding to do this summer 
and we want you to enjoy riding with the Top Cats. 

Old Members - check out the new and improved 
G.R.A.S.S. class. You might pick up a couple of 
new riding tips or maybe you have one you would 
like to share with us. 

We have a top notch Activities Calendar for this sea-
son. Check out updates in ROAR. Up to date infor-
mation is on our website, www.topcats.org  and on 
the Hotline so you will have all the details for the 
day of the ride. Be sure to make your room reser-
vations for the overnight events you will be attend-
ing. 

In looking at the calendar, you will see that Top Cats 
supports other clubs in the area in regard to local 
charity events. In turn, they support our Fall Charity 
Ride for N.I.S.R.A. We, the Top Cats, all need to 
"Get in the Game" to make our event one they will 
want to participate in each year. 

I am looking forward to riding with all of you 
season. 

Ride Safe 	 

SANDY 

Cost of Fuel??? 
By Chuck Prettyman 

For those who have forgotten their measure-
ments and prices. 

1 cup = 8 ounces 
2 cups = 1 pint = 16 ounces 
2 pints = 1 quart = 32 ounces 
4 quarts = 1 gallon = 128 ounces 

You Think A Gallon Of Gas Is Expensive? To 
make one think, and to put things in perspec-
tive, check out THESE prices: 

Diet Snapple 16 oz $1.29 	$10.32 per gallon 
Lipton Ice Tea 16 oz $1.19 	$9.52 per gallon 
Gatorade 20 oz $1.59 	$10.17 per gallon 
Ocean Spray 16 oz $1.25 	$10.00 per gallon 
Brake Fluid 12 oz $3.15 	$33.60 per gallon 
Vicks Nyquil 6 oz $8.35 	$178.13 per gallon 
Pepto Bismal 4 oz $3.85 	$123.20 per gallon 
Whiteout 7 oz $1.39 	$25.42 per gallon 
Scope 1.5 oz $0.99 	$84.48 per gallon 

And here's the REAL KICKER: Evian Water 9 
oz $1.49 $21.19 per gallon! $21.19 FOR 
WATER! And the buyers don't even know the 
source. 

So, the next time you're at the pump, be glad 
your car doesn't run on water, SCOPE or 
WHITEOUT, PEPTO BISMAL or NYQUIL!! 



MARCH 2003 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

John Lunde — Secretary 

The Board met following the General 
Membership Meeting on March 4th. Those in atten-
dance were Jim Heniff — Vice President, Don 
Schaeffer — Treasurer, John Lunde — Secretary, Bard 
Boand — Director, Chuck Prettyman — Director, John 
Fraccaro — Director, Jim Krepel — Director, Wayne 
Kirkpatrick — Past President, Jim Haase — Activities 
Chairman and Sal Saccomanno — Charity 
Committee. 

In Sandy's absence and due to weather con-
cerns, Jim Heniff brought the meeting to order and 
indicated that this would be a brief meeting. 

John Lunde presented three new applications 
for membership that were passed. They are Lisa 
Sullivan — Associate Member, Brent Stacy — Full 
Member and Dominique Legeai — Full Member. 

Don Schaeffer indicated that we have 
approximately $9300 in the bank pending dispersals. 

Bard Boand asked that the Board approve 
expenditures of up to $1000 to use for prizes at the 
Awards Banquet. This was approved. 

Jim Krepel indicated that Lake Shore Harley 
Davidson would sponsor an Accident Scene 
Management Class on March 22nd. Top Cats will 
send three representatives to the class to attend. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick forwarded information 
from the Barrington Library where we are listed as a 
Barrington Area Club to John Fraccaro. John will 

keep the library updated. 

"What's a Sponsor DO?" 
Sponsorship vs. Membership 

By Ric "Clutch" Case 

Have you ever sponsored a member? Do you 
know and understand your responsibilities as a 
sponsor? 

1.This time of year the first question you 
need to check out is "Did my member pay his 
dues?" If not does he want and intend to con-
tinue as a Top Cat? If the answer is yes, then 
has he completed his GRASS class? 

2. If the above answers are yes, then 
will he/she attend up and coming events such 
as the Spring Awards Banquet? Or some of our 
major events like the progressive dinner ride. 

3. Make sure he/she knows about our 
sources of communication, WEB Page, Hotline, 
the ROAR, and of course, make sure he/she 
knows if all else fails they can come to you. 

4. Make sure the member knows when 
and where meetings take place especially 
when the venue or locations change. 

5. Encourage them to join in a commit-
tee meeting just to see if they want to become 
a regular, proactive participant. 

6. Make absolutely sure they contribute 
in some way shape or form in our charity event. 

Remember this is your mentoring responsibility. 

As a member you also have responsibilities 
back to your mentor. 

1. If you know or see a general growing 
dislike or problems within the organization that 
you cannot control (I'm not talking petty bicker-
ing and personality differences) let your mentor 
know and then monitor any actions taken for 
the results. 

2. If you should be losing interest or 
unable to participate for an extended period of 
time let your mentor know your intentions, don't 
just disappear on us. 

3. Last of all if you are dissatisfied with 
the level of commitment from your sponsor let 
the membership chairperson know so that 
some corrective action can be taken. 



Road Bits 
by Jim Heniff 

ZIP R Strip, 1 800 379-2201 
Your riding jacket a little snug? Call Tom the 
Tailor and give yourself some breathing room. A 
lot cheaper than buying a new outfit or easier 
than going on a diet. Attaches to your existing 
zipper and you re ready to go. 

Checking your tire pressure often is to operat-
ing safety as oil level & pressure is to keeping 
your engine from going south. The Hi-Tec 
Digital Tire Gauge by Roadgear, 800 854-4327, 
www.roadgear.com , is accurate, long lasting 
and easily fits all valves. The price is $23.90. 

A compass, clock & thermometer are being 
offered by Aerostich/RiderWearhouse at 
$10/$15 each. The unique feature of these 
items is that they clip onto any 7/8th inch or 1 
inch handlebar. For information on this item call 
800 222-1994 or go to www.aerostich.com  

CruzTools,888909-8665 orinfo@cruztools.com , 
is offering an improved road kit for HD owners. 
Both their kits,Econokit Hi and Econokit H2 
have additional features without any additional 
cost. $64.95/$39.95. 

Refer to Motorcyclist, March 03, Pg.126 for a 
how-to and from whom, you can covert your 
grips to the heated variety. Two suppliers are 
mentioned in the article, Hot Grips at $110.00 
per set, www.hotgrips.com  and Kimpex priced 
at $37.00, www.aerostich.com . They both work 
according to the article. Check it out. 

STOLEN???? 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Just heard this on the news here locally. 
Apparently car thieves have yet again found a 
way around the system and steal your car or 
truck without any effort at all. 

The car thieves peer through the windshield of 
your car or truck, write down the VIN number 
from the label on the dash, go into the local deal-
ership for that car brand and request a duplicate 
key for it from the VIN number. Car dealerships 
make up a duplicate key from the VIN number, 
collect payment from the 'customer' who's really 
a would-be car thief for making up the duplicate 
key -- the car thief goes back to your vehicle, 
inserts the key they've just gotten and off they 
drive with your car or truck. 

They don't have to break in, don't have to dam-
age the vehicle and draw no attention to them-
selves as all they have to do is to walk up to your 
car, insert the key and off they go to their chop 
shop with your vehicle!!! 

Can you believe it? 

To avoid this from happening to you, simply put 
opaque tape (like a strip of electrical tape, duct 
tape or medical tape) across the VIN label locat-
ed on the dash board. You can't remove the VIN 
number legally under most state laws, so cover it 
so that it can't be viewed through the windshield 
by a car thief. 

Anyway, feel free to forward this on before some 
other car thief steals another car or truck like 
this. 

Unbelievable! 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693@aol.com) 

Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 
(jheniffg mailstation.com) 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 	 847/564-1489 
(numbersmangthecpas.biz) 

Secretary 	John Lunde 	 815/459-2488 
(mongerl@hotmail.com) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/8544137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(hboandgfedev rom) 

Director 	John Fraccaro 	 847/697-9607 
afraccarogjuno.com) 

Director 	Jim "Taz" ICrepel 	 815/459-9345 
(tazman69ergnetscape.net) 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE:(8471622-3501 e-mail: toneats mecAhuttnaleom 

NEXT MEETING: April 1, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com) 	847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer 	 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544gyahoo.com) 	847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4gaoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 	847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro afraccaro@juno.com) 	847/697-9607 
Roar 	 Wayne "'Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	847/8544137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (ssaccomaimo@hemistudio.com) 847/526-5200 

Hotline 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mcnvman13@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 	847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 

IRANIDY S CYCLE 

IllealAIAN TRINES, INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

G-LAX ENTERPIUSFS 
HEATING & AIR CONDMONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 

HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLA770N • ALL MAKES 
RESIDEN77AL / COMMERCIAL 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDACOM 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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www.alligatorbob.come 

• Largest Selection Faioti 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added, 	Ort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 

ADVANCED 
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Tailor Made Seats; 
Saddlebags & Show Bike Seats 

Top Cats Business 
Directory... 

...is currently under construction. 'This is 
going to be a great business-networking tool. 
Get your business listed. Deadline for sub-
missions is April 30, 2003. The Dimensions 
for the ads are 1.5" by 5.25". We can accept 
your layout in Quark Express, Adobe 
Illustrator or Microsoft word. 
Any questions contact Irwin Dammers @ 
Eclipse Media Group 
Office phone: (847) 793-1836 
e-mail: idammers@eclipsemediagroup.com.  

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

Quiz Time 

You are riding down the road following a SUV. In 
front of the SUV is a pick up truck. A bag of char-
coal falls off the pick up truck and appears out from 
under the SUV. Being the skilled rider you are, you 
swerve to avoid the bag of charcoal. Your motorcy-
cle starts to wobble after you swerve. What do you 
do to get rid of the wobble? 

A. Apply the brakes. 
B. Shift your weight to the front of the 

motorcycle. 
C. Roll off the throttle. 

The answer will be discussed at the next general 
meeting during my Safety Tip. 

As I sit here writing my safety tip, the cold weather 
has finally given way to 60 degrees and I'm going 
downstairs, and begin to get my motorcycle ready to 
ride. The first thing I'm going to do as soon as I move 
it away from the wall, is check air pressure in my 
tires. Did you know that 10 degrees of temperature 
drop could lower your tire pressure by one pound. 
Now think of all the temperature drops we have had 
during this winter, then think about how low your tire 
pressure could be. By the way, a rise in temperature 
does not re inflate that tire, so you do not regain all 
that air pressure when it the temperature rises again. 

Don't forget to go over your motorcycle for worn or 
stretched cables, leaking fluids, check your tires for 
wear, and if you didn't protect it thoroughly, look for 
signs of corrosion, or pitting. 

Now your motorcycle is warmed and ready to go. Be 
particularly careful of sand, salt, and gravel, that has 
accumulated on the road surfaces over the winter. 
We haven't had a good hard or steady rain yet, to 
wash it away. 



TOP CAT'S ACTIVITIES 
( April - June 2003) 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION LEADER 
Tue-4/1 7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Tue-4/1 8:30 PM TC Business Exchange Mandile's, Algonquin L. Hirshman 
Mon-4/7 7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sat-4/19 12:00 PM TC Famous Freddie's Lunch Run Egg Harbor, Barrington J. Haase 
Sun -4/27 Annual Bike Blessing Woodstock HD McHenry HOG 
Sun-5/4 4:30 AM TC Sunrise Ride Highland House, RT 22 & RT41 T. Malia 
Tue-5/6 7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Mon-5/12 7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-5/17 9:00 AM Annual Bike Show/Raffle Suburban HD Palatine HOG 
Sun-5/17 11:00 AM Annual Bike Blessing Grace United, Naperville Rolling Thunder 
Sun -5/18 9:00 AM TC Delevan Dog Track Run Egg Harbor, Barrington R. Kostus 
Mon -5/27 Rolling Thunder Washington, DC Rolling Thunder 
Tue-6/3 7:30 PM TC General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Fri-6/6 IL HOG State Rally Quincy, IL 
Sat-6/7 NISRA Annual Fishing Classic Bang's Lake, Wauconda C. Prettyman 
Tue-6/10 7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Fri-6/13 10:00 AM TC Little Sturgis Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sat-6/21 TC Summer Solstice Ride TBA D. Schaffer 
Sun-6/22 Palatine HOG Picnic Lake Julia Palatine HOG 
Sun-6/22 Hospital Day Tour Medina Motor Corps 

Bold = Top Cats' ride 
Call the Top Cats' Hotline for ride updates (847)622-3501 or go to www.topcats.org . 

CONPAC G OUP 
340 W. BUTTERFIELD ROAD, #2C 

ELMHURST, IL 60126 

PH: (630) 758-0130 
FX: (630) 758-0135 

EMAIL: don@conpacgroup.com  

www.conpacgroup.com  

Call, fax or email us for a copy of 
our new 164 page catalog. 

TOP CAT MEMBERS 
We'll Donate 5% of your order value to 

NISRA 

Over 500 sizes of corrugated 
stock boxes, stretch film, 

carton sealing tape, bubble 
wrap, kraft paper, poly bags, 

and much more. 

If we don't have it `in-stock', 
We'll Make it for you I 



K2 /Miley's Trikey's &wing 
Custom &wing 

Patches. Eippers Bumps 
Custom Body jewelry 

MOBILE DETAIL1116 

WE COME TO YOU  

*Motorcycles* 	 *Cars* 
*Snowmobiles* 	 *Boats* 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* *And More* 

e• 

zirsO.NO$XXs.S.0.000..g0000:0XXXXXXXX.g,SXXXX00000 

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @Lield Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  XX 

(847) 526-44.„ 
110 South Main Sireet Wauconda, IL. 60084 

	  c1 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 
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GRAPFIICS 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 
Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 
847-428-3400 

106 I E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
.1 	M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM HAR1.EY DAVIDSON 

*Mr SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM .16re 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

HARR DAVIDSON 

AMERICAQ  
_S-10PEN ROAD 4ftsf 

AMERICA'S FIRST MOTORCYCLE 

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE IAOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, It_ 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

FOR SALE: 

John Deere Lawn Tractor 
About 3 seasons on the odometer, extremely 
well maintained, and in excellent (or better) 
condition, 42" deck, mulching kit, extra blades, 
dual-bagging kit, V-Twin (seriously! 17 hp, liq-
uid cooled Yamahopper), extremely quiet (can 
still hear the wife whoop'n and holler'n at you, 
even while you're out cutting the back yard) 
(that's why man invented the Walkman), hydro-
static drive (pedal operated) w/electric PTO. 
Beer holder included. 

Yard too small, you say? Just think about that 
for a minute: With this piece of fine equipment, 
you can be done with the grass in less than 15 
min., back into the garage, then out on the bike 
for the rest of the day! Oh, yeah...reasonably 
priced. 
Joe Rabanus at 630-377-6686 - Phone, 630- 
707-6686 - Cell 

2000 Harley Davidson FLHTC 
Electra Glide 

Classic Red/Black, Stage II Big Bore Kits plus 
lots of Screaming Eagle HP stuff. Aprox $8000 
in HD options....really loaded. 23,000 mostly 
highway and touring miles. All receipts and 
service records....this is the ideal go to Sturgis 
touring bike, and it's fast. Priced to sell at 
$17,500. 
Bard Boand, at 773-601-5802 Office, 847-381- 
1393 Home, 312-988-0172 Pager 

IIIL 
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10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
8IS-678-4200 

2002 Chevy Avalanche Truck. 
5.3 liter V-8 engine. It's black with gray interior. 
Full power. On-Star, roof rack, running boards, 
trailer brakes, tow package. Can tow up to 
7,500 lbs. Excellent condition. Ken Glassman 
at 847-394-2646. 



Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

MINUTES OF MARCH 2003 
GENERAL MEETING 

John Lunde — Secretary 

About 30 brave souls weathered the elements to 
attend the March meeting at Mandiles on the 4th. 
Vice President - Jim "Iceman" Heniff brought the 
meeting to order in Sandy Vernon's absence. 

With the snow blowing and limited attendance, Jim 
Heniff introduced the Activities Chairman - Jim 
Haase. 

The Awards Banquet on March 21st is approaching 
and those needing tickets should contact Pete or 
Cheryl Hemmelgren. 

Jim also stressed the need for additional Road 
Captains for upcoming rides. 

John Lunde indicated that if there is interest in 
attending the Little Angles Ride on May 18th, let 
him or Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick know. This in 
one of the larger rides in the Chicago area for bikers 
and is well run by the Elgin HOG chapter. Proceeds 
from this ride are the sole fundraising effort for the 
Little Angels Home. 

Lori "Stormy" Hirschman indicated that immediate-
ly following the April Meeting, there will be a 
Business Exchange. Bring business cards, flyers, 
etc... to pass around! 

John Fraccaro — Director, indicated that the website 
is up and running and the Hotline is being updated 
every 2 weeks. Our new Webmaster - Sal 
Saccamanno has done a great job! If you have any 
suggestions, contact John or Sal. 

Chuck Prettyman — Director, stated that the Charity 
Committee is in the process of ordering a 
Motorcycle for the Charity Ride Raffle. 

Don Schaeffer — Treasurer, reported that our finan-
cials are OK and welcomed a new advertiser to the 
ROAR, Don Esbjornson from ConPac. 

Bard "Judge" Boand — Director, indicated that cata-
logues from UROnIt were unavailable tonight (due 
to weather) but members can contact them directly 
to get Top Cat logos on a variety of biker wear. Bard 
also indicated the need for ticket sales to the Awards 
Banquet on March 21st. Terry "Lizard" Kumro and 
Ric Case will encourage ticket sales by reminding 
members before they leave this evenings meeting. 
Bard added that Sturgis and Little Sturgis informa-
tion can be found on our website. 

Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick — ROAR, reminded 
everyone that the deadline for articles is the 15th of 
the month. 

John Lunde — Secretary, asked that any members 
who need an updated Roster or new membership 
cards to contact Cathy Citko. 

Larry Scalzitti announced that he is planning a 
month long motorcycle trek to Alaska this June. 
Anyone interested in joining should contact him. 

Ric Case — Safety, presented this evenings Safety 
Tip. To avoid dehydration on a summer ride, freeze 
a bottle of water the evening before you depart so 
cool refreshment is at hand when you need it. Ric 
also indicated that the next GRASS class is yet to be 
determined. 

No 50/50 was collected this evening because of low 
attendance. 

Meeting Adjourned. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

CAN You HEAR ME Now? A recent trade publication tested the 
sound levels of selected foreign and domestic motorcycles with a 
variety of exhaust systems. The results were interesting... By 
way of reference, a screaming baby rates 90db, the threshold of 
pain is 130db, and the EPA mandates that all post - 1986 pro-
duced motorcycles meet a not - to - exceed level of 88db. 
Year Model CC Pipes Db 
2002 Honda VTX 1800 Vance & Hines 129 
2002 Kawasaki Vulcan 800 Cobra 128 
1998 HD Fat Boy 1340 Vance & Hines 121.5 
2002 HD Sportster 883 Screaming Eagle 109.5 
2002 HD Sportster 1200 Screaming Eagle 102.5 
1966 Triumph Bonny 650 Stock 118 
2002 BMW KLT 1200 Stock 98.5 
2001 Honda Goldwing 1800 Stock 96 
2002 HD Sportster 	1200 Stock 94 

SUN VISOR. Tired of changing your clear helmet visor and your 
shaded one? Iron Pony (www.ironpony.com) has a stick-on 
shield that is light sensitive and fog free for $13.95. 

VETERANS PLATES. Our own Larry Scalzitti has been collecting 
signatures and data to compile a list of 850 interested parties so 
Illinois will issue a motorcycle size Veterans plate. The State's 
current position is, they already issue a vet plate and until there 
is interest (850+) the will only issue the car - size plates. See 
Larry for a form. Currently, State Rep Mike Boast has intro-
duced HB-0011that exempts MC vet plates from this require-
ment. HB-0011 passed the House and will now go to the Senate. 
We STILL need your support so see Traveter, Tom Lonze, Taz, or 
Larry for a form. 

PAIN! Years ago, when our hands hurt from riding extended dis-
tances or frequent riding, we just called it pain. Today, we have, 
like everything, a name for it...Carpal Tunnel Syndrome (CTS). 
Granted, CTS and BS may be similar but, pain is pain. Take 
steps to prevent it by setting your levers and controls so as you 
ride your wrists are as straight as comfortable and don't put pres-
sure on your grips with your wrists bent. 

MORE PAIN! Oh the agony of non riders trying to legislate our 
sport. It's as appropriate as riders trying to bring safety standards 
to such domestic chores as dish washing or vacuuming. Can you 
imagine AMA or H.O.G. rallying for noise levels on vacuum 
cleaners or requiring protective gloves and eye ware for washing 
dishes? Well, Massachusetts is the latest state to introduce legis-
lation which would prohibit anyone under age 16 from riding on 
the back of a motorcycle, period. Shouldn't we leave that up to 
parents? Of course, I suppose you could expect something like 
that fromany state with a stupid name like Massa whatever. 

SLIPPERY. There has always been a lot of discussion, and always 
will be, on the use of synthetic oil in motorcycle and air-cooled 
engines. For most of us, the safest thing to do was use what the 
manufacturer recommended and change oil and filter frequently. 
Most motorcycle trade magazines have high praise for synthetic 

oil in motorcycle engines. However, Harley - Davidson has typ-
ically recommended their own brand of oil...up until now. LAst 
month The Motor Company released its own brand of synthetic 
motor oil called, (what else?) Screaming Eagle SYN3. SYN3 is 
a multi-grade SAE 20w50 oil for engine use AND primary case 
and transmission. One oil for all three applications. That sure 
simplifies changing lubricants but, it'll cost you $8.25 / qt. 

Biker Culture 
Winter can lead to the boring activity of reading a newspaper but, 
some of the headlines are more entertaining that informative. 
(And I thought you had to be smart to publish a newspaper.) 

• Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says 
• Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers 
• Iraqi Head Seeks Arms 
• Teacher Strikes Idle Kids 
• Miners Refuse to Work after Death 
• Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant 
• War Dims Hope for Peace 
• If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile 
• Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures 
• Enfield Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide 
• Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges 
• Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead 
• Man Struck By Lightning Faces Battery Charge 
• New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group 
• Kids Make Nutritious Snacks 
• Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half 
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors 

Ever wonder why.... 

...women can't put on mascara with their mouth close(19 

...the sun lightens your hair but darkens your skin'? 

...Noah didn't swat those two mosquitos? 

...states require first aid kits in funeral homes? 

...medicine for the elderly has such small print? 

...you're reading this instead of your owner's manual? 



TRIVIA???? 
By Traveler 

When it's 1:00 AM and you can't get to sleep, what 
do you do? Let's see...we have DVD's, CD's, the 
internet, 250 channels on satellite TV, a VCR, mag-
azines, the newspaper, crossword puzzles, books, 
etc., etc., etc. Try any of these if you really want to 
fall asleep. DO NOT pick up your motorcycle 
owner's manual or you just might be up all night. 
Now, if you were laying awake wondering how to 
fix that "Wallow" you feel in the front end in curves, 
or that nose dive you experience when you stop, 
you're reading the right book! If you ever wondered 
how to make your ride more comfortable, you're 
reading the right book! If you ever rolled down the 
highway and wondered how many feet it would take 
to come to a dead stop, you're reading the right 
book! 

As boring as any operator's manual may seem, they 
contain a tremendous amount of information on how 
to set up your bike for comfort, safety, and perfor-
mance. Typically, an owner's manual is also filled 
with tips on riding techniques. 

Of course, if you're not into any of those things, 
your owner's manual is the perfect source for play-
ing motorcycle trivia. We have all met, at one time 
or another, Mr. "I've Been Riding for 35 years and 
You Can't Tell Me Anything." That's the prefect 
person to challenge to a game of trivia. Try it... 

* "Hey, Mr. You Can't Tell Me Anything. 
How much weight can I put in a saddle bag?" 

* "Hey, Mr. You. What's the turning radius of 
that bike? Can I do a U-turn on rural roads?" 

* "Hey, Mr. You. How far can you go with 
your fuel tank on reserve?" 

* "Hey Mr. U. How many amps should my 
ammeter read at cruising speed?" 

* "Hey Mr. U. How much of air should I put 
in the shocks when riding with a passenger?" 

* "Hey Mr. U. Does a fuel injected bike have 
a reserve?" 

* "Hey Mr. U. Can you put radial tires on 
spoke wheels?" 

* "Hey Mr. U. What's the minimum octane 
fuel rating I should use?" 

And on, and on, and on... While Mr. U might stum-
ble on the answers to those questions, an experi-
enced and proficient rider will know the answers 
and know where to find them. 

If you have no interest in safety, performance, riding 
tips, or in playing motorcycle trivia, I suggest you 
read your manual for two additional reasons. First, 
to save your butt from injury by reading the pletho-
ra of warnings and, second for pure entertainment 
value. 

The owner's manual for my Glide has121 Warnings 
and Cautions, some common sense, some informa-
tive. The owner's manuals for my Ducati and 
Yamaha are almost pure entertainment with warn-
ings such as "Do not place a high - pressure air hose 
up your nose. Serious brain damage can result." 
Seems to me the serious brain damage would have 
occurred before you stick it up your nose! 

As you prepare for the riding season, you'll get you 
bike ready, your gear ready and...get yourself ready. 
Review your owner's manual. 



New Members, New Products, 
New Enthusiasm 

By Chuck Prettyman 

Motorola is making its presence felt at the 
Topcats meetings. In February we enjoyed a 
slide show on products and international 
travel compliments of Matt Kas, a new 
member from Motorola. At the last meeting 
Gary Brandt, again from Motorola, stepped 
up and offered the charity committee the 
opportunity to raise thousands of dollars 
through the sale of ''Free Charge'', a devise 
designed and developed by Motorola that 
provides a quick charge to any traveler with 
a cell phone that needs a kick start. As a 
motorcycle rider, Gary knows the probabil-
ity is slim that we have adequate extension 
cords to provide energy to our cell phone 
chargers, and only some Geezer Glides have 
capacity to charge our phones, so he pre-
sented Topcats Charities with the chargers, 
worth $175.00, for FREE to be sold, auc-
tioned, or hustled in any way we can to 
raise money for our pet projeCt. The charg-
ers are similar to the old crank and call 
phones made famous in previous World 
Wars. Only they are about the same size as 
the phone. Need one? Need two? Get them 
through Topcats for $20.00 each. We may 
have a special raffle at the meetings just for 
the "Free Charge". Thank you, Gary 
Brandt! 

Sal Saccommanno (with Jesse Fojo) is head-
ing up the corporate charity fundraising; 
they need some cooperation from you. A 
check is best, but a contact is good, a rec-
ommendation is better, and your help is 
necessary but not mandatory. As we are 
experiencing from Motorola, creative think-
ing is what we expect from Topcats. Give us 

a hand in making the 2003 Charity Ride an 
exercise in doing things the smart way and 
not having to pull teeth and hawk tickets 
until the last minute. A $20,000 Road King 
Classic is a nice prize; it puts us in a new 
category. If we take delivery of a new 
Classic this spring, our goal should be to 
have all the tickets sold by July. Then we 
can work, as a club, to organize a great 
event that will ensure its own continuity. 
Pitch in! The best ride in the Midwest 
should be our trademark. 

Tell us what type of vendors you would A) 
like to see at the ride; B) think are most 
interesting to the riders; and you can pass 
the information to Ken Glassman. Do you 
have something like the ''Free Charge" 
devise, or samples from your product line 
or clients products that you can donate for 
the silent auction? Can you get dinner for 
two, use of a vacation spot, complimentary 
car, truck or motorcycle detailing, to 
donate? Ask where you eat, where you shop, 
at your business or at your client's office. 
Just ask, and who is going to criticize if you 
are asking to help handicapped kids and 
adults? Mention the bike and there may be 
interest in buying some tickets. 

Let's do this smart and easy; the charity vol-
unteers want to spend their summer just 
like you are. See the charity committee after 
the monthly meeting at Mandiles! 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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